Germany against the Pope
power by German citizens that in any way shows up
German internal disagreement, is a matter of high treason
and is punishable with death; and when lesser people than
cardinals, such as secretaries of bishop's groups, have
recently tried to communicate with Rome, they have been
arrested and in one case trial is still pending.
German Catholicism, therefore, finds itself daily more
powerless. All its lay bodies have been broken up and
their members, unable to keep any longer in constant
touch with the clergy, who previously used to organise
and lead them, are hopelessly at sea and cannot understand
the behaviour of their bishops. Their bishops in turn find
themselves responsible for a series of State financial agree-
ments built up over centuries which give to the Church a
very considerable wealth: the breaking of these agreements
would mean throwing on charity literally hundreds of
thousands of laymen financed directly or indirectly through
Church work.
Moreover, the bishops, as I have said before, even if
they wanted to, cannot quarrel openly with the German
Government without the permission of Rome,
It must be remembered that during those years after
the War, the power of the Catholic Church, in the more
mundane life of its members, had increased to an amazing
extent, and no bishop can really feel that he has the right
to fight a recognised government over matters that do not
definitely attack dogma or questions of faith and morals.
This the laity do not altogether understand and in con-
sequence there is fast developing an anti-clerical, but
Catholic movement.
From the point of view of the Vatican, the position is
even more complicated. The present Pope, as I have tried